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court” s administrative effort dividing Jiangnan into differing provinces; and the most direct reason the
number of candidates and those who passed the exam in this region was shockingly disproportionate. Due
to the regional characteristics and the Qing Empire’ s overemphasis on the grand unification the proposal
ended fruitlessly. Such failure was ascribed to multiple causes — the urban factors differing attitudes of
regional officials and local gentries the central court’ s restrictions and so on. In face of the epistemic e—
quality and regional balance the Qing government had to choose the latter. As a consequence Jiangnan

paid a heavy price for quite a long time.

Changes of Origin of Authentic Traditional Medicinal Herbs and the Socio — Cultural Reconstruc—
tion: The Case of Ningxia gouqi or Lycium barbarum WANG Yan - ping
As late as the late Qing the Ganzhou gouqgi was replaced with its counterpart in Ningxia which assumed
the authentic origin of such traditional Chinese medicine. Horizontally examining concerned materials

readers may find that the indigenous knowledge and trade records were more serious about the authenticity
than the medical narratives per se. Besides this changes taking place in the water environment and plant—
ing patterns in Ganzhou and Ningxia were indispensable to the alterations to the authentic origin of gougi.

Despite foregoing discussions the reconstruction of gougi’ s significance to medicine and everyday life was
coincident with the similar work done to unauthentic gougi produced in numerous regions. For this rea—
son it could be concluded that apart from the true effect the environmental change trade and socio —

cultural elements played quite a significant role in the authenticity of a traditional Chinese medicine.

Clandestine Meetings Secret Letters and Public Decrees: The Complicated Gestation and Birth
of Tianjing Incident a Controversial Watershed of the Taiping Rebellion LIU Chen
In the fall of 1856 Taiping tianguo or the Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace was plunged into darkness
due to an unexpected incident taking place in Tianjing or the Heavenly Capital. The reason of the Inci-
dent was complicated. The present paper draws several new conclusions. The reason that why leading
generals simultaneously moved to Tianjing might lie in Yang’ s order of redeployment rather than in the
Heavenly King’ s secret decree. What the King issued was not secret decree but secret letter and the se—
cret decree getting rid of Yang was sheer fiction. The date of Yang’ s execution was artificially moved up.

The King did not operate secretly but instead issued the public decree executing Yang. The Incident was
a historical memory interweaving inevitability and variability. Nevertheless it was not enough to be the
watershed of the Taiping Rebellion. The turning point of the history of the Rebellions comprised a process
rather than an incident. Incessant internal struggles for power showed the crucial role the popular support

played in the vicissitudes of the Kingdom.

Exhorting People to Live a Virtuous Life: Yu Zhi and His Charity Endeavor in Late Qing

Wang Wei - ping
Yu Zhi a Wuxi native was a professional philanthropist in the late Qing. His charity endeavor comprised
mainly the work exhorting people to do good and doing good in person. Especially Yu took responsibility
for teaching the ordinary people how to live a virtuous life. Therein lay the most distinctive characteristic
of Yu as a philanthropist. Specifically Yu improved existing village covenants; penned textbooks at the
primary level; played dramas in praise of acts of kindness; and published writings advocating good deeds.
Not only did Yu try his utmost to exhort local residents to virtuously and beneficently act but he also ex—
hausted his ability to help people in need. His endeavor was in harmony with the need of the ruling class
and compensated the absence of accountability of the government. Yu did play a role that could not be

played by the local authorities. Exactly for this reason Yu a commoner was rewarded by the Qing gov—
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