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Liang Shuming’s Concept of “Rationality” and His Political Society Theory Gan Chunsong
It is necessary to comprehend Liang Shuming’s ideology approaching from his core recognition of “rationali-

”»

ty” in philosophy. This paper goes through Liang Shuming’s ideological involvement and reveals the sequential

logical chain from

‘ ‘

‘intuition” to “rationality” and to “human mind. ” This paper also points out the argument

that Liang Shuming’s recognition in rural construction as well as the relationship between Confucianism and so-

cialism are all based on his own understanding of “rationality. ”

The Changes in Idea of Labor in the Field of Enlightenment Ethics Fu Changzhen
From “sacred labor” to “labor is glory”, the changes in idea of labor in China once acted as spiritual indicator
and value coordinate of an era. The raising of “sacred labor” slogan made “labor” come into Chinese people’s vi-
sion of public life for the first time. Through ideological enlightenment and extensive mobilization by intellectual
elites, the public began to re-examine the social function of their own in the perspective of “labor,” and establish
self-identity and social value with “labor” as the core. In the historical context of Chinese modernity and enlight-
enment ethics, how the idea of labor stood out of the competition with other ideas to be a “prevailing and popu-
lar” social concept, and realized the profound change from ideological enlightenment to revolutionary practice
Since China’s reform and opening-up in 1978, the idea of labor has been presenting increasingly complicated situ-
ation with the growing status of capital. The lack of a governing and fundamental social value not only makes ex-

traordinary difficulty in integrating dominate social values, but also intensifies the risk of social fragmentization.

Zhu Xi’s Thought of “Shaping Benevolence” and His Interpretation of Love Xiang Shiling

In shaping the substance of benevolence, Zhu Xi has emphasized the public value and the thought of loving
person. The relationship between benevolence and public is in essence the relationship between benevolence and
person. Although the thought that “a benevolent person and all things in the world are one” does not come to be
a reason of love, it does come to be a necessity in universal love, especially in preparing the way of carrying out
the universal love. The debate between Zhu Xi and Zhang Shi over the thought of benevolence mainly goes to
their discussions on the relationship between love and benevolence, which further opens their discussions on the
relationships between human nature and dispositions, and that between substance and function. From the per-
spective of connecting benevolence to love, Zhu Xi emphasizes that one’s dispositions are to embody nature, and
one’s love is connected with substance. What one should do is to embody benevolence, rather than seeking be-
nevolence. Zhu disagrees with Han Yu in defining benevolence as universal love; Zhu argues that substance can-
not be replaced by function. The thought of love without reasons or relationships in Buddhism does not make
sense; it sacrifices one’s self for the completion of things, which betrays the principle of universal love. In the
argument of starting from loving your parents to being benevolent to your people, and then further loving

things, Confucians have presented the most realistic way of actualizing the universal love.

A Textual Research of the Final Imperial Examination in the Liao Dynasty Wang Xin

The final imperial examination became a regular system of the Liao Dynasty since A. D. 1036. Emperor
Shengzong of Liao started reform of tributary examination in imitation of the imperial examination system of the
Northern Song Dynasty. After the final imperial examination in 1036, the ceremony of the emperor bestowing
the Metropolitan Graduates with Honors, i. e. the successful candidates also became institutionalized. From
then on, the Metropolitan Graduates should all attend the final imperial examination normally in the imperial ex-
amination held in the reigns of emperors Xingzong, Daozong, and Tianzuo. The so-called “Metropolitan Gradu-
ates of the Final Imperial Examination” should refer to those who won the selection of the Ministry of Rites, yet
failed in the final imperial examination. After the final examination was added in the imperial examination, the
Metropolitan Graduates with Honors were usually appointed to government offices directly, and there should be

no strict system of “awaiting appointment” in the Tang Dynasty.



