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Where Is Sima Qian?
—The Acceptance of Western Narrative History

in Modern Chinese Historiography
Q. Edward Wang

( Department of History Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: In China’ s long tradition of historical writing the annals-biographic style ( Jizhuanti) created by

Sima Qian was used in compiling dynastic histories for over two thousand years. As such Sima Qian

continuously received accolades from historians of various dynasties. But few histories are written in the same

style today; the majority of Chinese historical publications are narrative histories as seen in the modern West.

This article explains that one of the reasons had to do with the mediating role the new-style history textbooks

from Meiji Japan played in China in the wake of the Sino-Japanese War ( 1894 —95) .

The author analyzes

how the idea of social Darwinism was applied and expounded in narrating Chinese history in these textbooks

which helped the Chinese to realize their country’ s dire situation as well as the need to embrace modern

historiography.

Key words: social Darwinism annals-biographic history narrative history modern Chinese historiography

modern Japanese historiography
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