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Seima—Turbino Culture and the Prehistoric Silk Road

Lin Meicun

Seima—Turbino Culture is an early Bronze Age culture in the Eurasian Steppes. The representative
artifact of this culture—the socketed bronze spearhead with a side hook, has had 13 samples found in
China. The metal composition analyses and typological researches to these 13 bronze spearheads showed
that they were mainly made of copper or arsenical copper with casting technique, which were later than
the copper or arsenical copper wares of the West made with forging technique and dated as correspond-
ing to the late Neolithic or early Bronze Ages of China. These socketed bronze spearheads with side
hook found in China are directly related to the Seima—Turbino Culture, the diffusion of which along the
prehistoric Silk Road and the influence to Chinese Civilization revealed again that the cultural commu-
nications between China and the West was started on the Eurasian Steppes, and the history of the de-
velopment of Chinese Civilization was the history of the uninterrupted communication between the cul-

tures of China and the excellent cultures of other nations and ethnic groups in the world.
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