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The Image of Germany in Early Issues of New Youth

Abstract: Before the May 4th Movement New Youth focused on various aspects of the German military. Because

of the victory of the German army at the beginning of World War I militarism was regarded as an essential way to

reshape the youth and achieve national salvation. Individualism and attitudes toward tradition in New Youth were

derived from the philosophy of Nietzsche. However the worship of militarism and Nietzsche’ s philosophy were

based on Social Darwinism and because these were fashionable around the time of World War I  they brought a—

bout an increased awareness and reflections. In addition

man Socialist Party movement and naturalist literature. As World War I came to an end

gan to focus on an acceptance of Marxism.
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