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reaucratic institutions, influenced and helped the historical progress of Japan.

Medieval Penance: Thomas Aquinas on the
Power of the Keys
Hui Hui

[Abstract] In the 12" and 13™ centuries, heretics and the movements
of popular devotions confounded the Roman Catholic Church. Many dissidents
tried to challenge the authority of the Church by claiming that lay Christians
could also absolve repentant sinners, and this opinion caused a long disputa-
tion among medieval theologians on the validity of absolution. This paper is a
case study on Thomas Aquinas’s discussion about the power of absolution,
which aims to improve our understanding of his attitude to ecclesiastical au-
thority and of the phenomenon of medieval penance in general. For Aquinas,
the power of the Keys held by the Church is a power of bestowing grace. He
believes that only when justice is reinforced by the divine grace of love, which
is taken as an inherent feature of the Church, is a harmonized order of society
to be possible in this sinful world. It will be shown, therefore, that the inhe-

rent holiness of the authority is the precondition of its effectiveness.

Turning to the Lordship: A New Trend of
Studies of Medieval Europe
Huang Chungao
[Abstract] The rise of lordship studies becomes an outstanding phe-
nomenon; it has, unfortunately, attracted less attentions from English and A-
merican medievalists. This paper, therefore, attempts to describe its evolution
in the Western academic world, and to analyze its characteristic. The paper
states that the thriving of lordship studies has succeeded the declining of re-
searches on feudalism, and argues that turning to lordship from feudalism is a

new trend of studies of medieval Europe. Lordship—the less abstract, ubiqui-
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tous term—would, according to those scholars of lordship studies, be more
useful than the concept of feudalism in comprehending the history of medieval

Europe.

An Interpretation of American Dream

He Shunguo

[Abstract] Through detailed, systematic and rigorous analysis of A-
merican Dream, the essay points out that American Dream ideologically is a
social ideal. Originally, American Dream was the dream of immigrants and in-
dividuals, but with the issue of The Declaration of Independence in 1776, it is
sublimated to be the dream of a land and a nation. And by declaring that “all
men are created equal” and everyone are endowed with “rights of life, liberty,
and the pursuit of Happiness”, the Declaration came to be “the charter of the
American Dream”. Thus American Dream develops into “an ideal of that
shaped a nation” by endowing the nation with its distinct personality, style,
and features, and it is more popular and vigorous than the notions of liberty

and democracy, but does not contradict to such notions.

The Agrarian Reform in Mexico during the Lazaro
Cardenas Administration, 1934-1940

Dong Jingsheng
[Abstract] Through investigating the agrarian reform during the Lézaro
Cardenas administration between 1934 and1940, this thesis tries to shed light
on the nature of the Céardenism. It argues that in terms of the motivation and
purpose, the Cardenism was indeed a radical social reform movement. Howev-
er, due to the resistance of various groups, and the lack of accurate design and
plan for the reform, the movement did not accomplish its intended target.
Sometimes it was even manipulated by the landlords. The dynamics of reform

was forced to slow down during the last 2 years of the administration. After



