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Chinese Absolutism:

From the Perspective of the Typology of Political Regimes
Yan Buke

( Research Center of Ancient Chinese History Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Chinese absolutism should be judged in a lineage by a comprehensive comparison between political
regimes of the same type. The Chinese term zhuanzhi ( ) refers to the unlimited power of a monarch and
can be understood by the degree of his centralization of power. Furthermore it contains the identity
relationship between a monarch and his ministers for example the relationship between personal control and
bondage and the relationship between unconditional rule and loyalty. From the perspective of “whom a
monarch rules for” the degree to which a monarch personally monopolies wealth resources and reputation
can be used as a criterion for identification. The Chinese term zhuanzhi came from a number of corresponding
Western terms such as absolutism despotism autocracy and dictatorship. It has become a localized concept
and can be looked at from a historical point of view and used as a neutral concept. As it sometimes may cause
political disputes so it might be replaced by “centralized monarchy” as an alternative.

Key words: absolutism regime type



