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Reviewing Japanese Decision — making Process in the Normalization of Sino —
Japanese Relations Wang Xinsheng
The two “Nixon shocks” in 1970s provided possibilities for Japanese moves of rebuilding links with

China as well as necessity for the normalization of Sino — Japanese relations. Japanese Prime

Minister Kakuei Tanaka was not able to make up his mind to start the Sino - Japanese negotiation
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before knowing Chinese intention in the aspects of Japan — U. S. security treaty, Taiwan issue and
war reparation. As a politician who used to be an industrialist, Prime Minister Tanaka in particular
focused on economic interest. Compared with Chinese government, the Japanese Prime Minister
paid even more attention to solving issues in the normalization of Sino — Japanese relations “through
political means”. Although entrusting the specific policy — making tasks to Foreign Minister
Masayoshi Ohira and a few other elite bureaucrats from Minister of Foreign Affairs, Prime Minister
Tanaka himself also played a leading role in the normalization of Sino — Japanese relations.
Japanese decision - making process in normalization of Sino — Japanese relations is characterized by

the prime minister’s role in decision — making and the driving factor of economic interest.
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