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Abstract

Depictive Syllables following verbs, adjectives and nouns abounding in the Tai languages are
covered under the generic term “Postposited Syllables™ in previous studies on the Zhuang languages,
which may be illustrated by a group of such post-verbal syllables in the Wuming Zhuang dialect
with invariable rhymes -aw and/or -a:k and variable initials and tones in correlation to those of
preceding verbs. This paper conducts analysis on both forms and meanings of such syllables. It
concludes that they are bounded morphological suffixes, and convey the grammatical meaning of
disposal, with the invariant rhymes assuming the morphological marking of disposal. This study is
significant in indicating that in addition to word order and functional particles, bounded
morphological verbal suffixes are employed in the Zhuang grammar.
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