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Continuity and Change: Reassessment of the Relationship

between Islam and Politics in Contemporary Turkey

Zan Tao

Abstract: Since AKP came into power in 2002 some changes have taken
place in the relationship between Islam and politics in Turkey. Firstly —with the
successful consolidation of power of AKP political Islam has made great
advancement in Turkey. Secondly under the rule of AKP and Erdogan the Diyanet
of Turkey has been increasingly Islamized. From the perspective of modern history
AKP did not offer anything totally new; rather it is safe to argue that AKP could be
regarded as the continuity of the development of moderate version of political Islam in
Turkey. Instead of a project of wholesale Islamization AKP seeks to “redefine” the
concept of laiklik ( secularism) in Turkey which has also caused much unease/fear
among the Turkish secularists who always keep a suspicious eye on any form of
Islamism. So far secularism in Turkey is under siege but not yet overthrown.
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