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A Review on the Relationship between Scientific Literacy

and Science Popularization in China

ZHU Xiao-min

(Philosophy Department, Peking University; Center for Science Communication, Peking University)

Abstract : Based on the national and the international theories and investigations such as the Science
and Engineering Indicators, this paper discussed the relationship between scientific literacy and sci-
ence popularization in China during the last 20 years, which concerned with the reasonability of the
investigation methods of scientific literacy and the aim of science popularization. The paper pointed
out the aim of improving civil scientific literacy in China is irrational and impractical for the scientific
popularization work especially at the local level, instead, science popularization nowadays need to
pay attention to the communication and negotiation between science and public.
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