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Women’ s Self — Perception: Zheng Qiong
and Yang Lao’ s Conjugal Feelings and Marital Life
LI Zhi-sheng
( Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Self — perception is important content in Gender theory and a useful tool to measure women’ s mari—
tal feelings. The research of women’ s self — perception might change fixed views of some historical topics.

Acquisition of women’ s self — perception often comes from female writings. However women rarely wrote in
the T ang Dynasty thus leaving us some documents hard to tell real or faked. Therefore women’s self —

perception is a tricky area in women’ s studies of the T’ ang period because of scarce materials. The article
chooses a couple Yang Lao and Zheng Qiong to analyze their marital feelings especially Zheng Qiong’ s psy—
chology and feelings. The article would like to provide a new method for studying women’ s self — perception
when female historical materials are scarce. The discussion is less a certain conclusion than an interpretation
or proposition from a cultural historical perspective.

Key words: self — perception; female documents; empathy; cultural history; conjugal feelings
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