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Vu Trong Phung and His Novel Dumb Luck are Used a Case
to Discuss the Westernization Trend of Vietnam in 1930s

XIA Lu

(Oriental Literature Research Center , Peking University ,Beijing 100871)

Abstract: The art of fiction in Vietnam before 1930 was very similar to that of China, and it was influ-
enced by two traditions of Shiji (Historical Records) and Shi Jing (The Book of Songs), Li Sao (The
Lament) for a long time. With the language policy of France changing in colonial Indochina, Vietnam.,
which was one of countries in Chinese culture circle went step by step toward the the road of Westerniza-
tion. Westernization of Vietnam was most significant in the 1930’s. We want to glimpse the trend of West-
ernization at that time through the novel Dumb Luck ($éa )and its author Vi Trong Phung
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« 146 -



