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The Cultural Policy and Its Meaning during the Phibunsongkhram
Period of Thailand

JIN Yong
( School of Foreign Languages, Beijing 100871, China )

Abstract: In 1938 after Phibunsongkhram became Prime Minister of Thailand, he vigorously promoted extremist nationalist policies, which were largely

based on a top-down cultural transformation implemented by way of national legislation, also known as "cultural nationalism". It had a profound impact

on Thai art and culture and social development in many aspects, and played an important role in shaping modern Thai identity and culture. His cultural

transformation took western society as a standard and hoped that Thailand, as a nation-state, could reach the level of civilization of Western countries, which

was related to his awareness of cultural pragmatism. Reviewing Phibunsongkhram's cultural policy and analyzing its implication will help us better understand

his nationalist policies, as well as the foundation of modern Thai culture. It should be recognized that the transformed Thai culture with a typical western style

still preserves "Thainess" in nature.

Key words: Phibunsongkhram, Cultural policy, Thailand, Nationalism
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