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Ngiu Thammasat: The Thai Chinese — Opera with Carnival Aesthetic Features

, JIN Yong
{ School of Foreign Languages, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: From 1960s on, a kind of special performance which was called Ngiu Thanmmasat appeared in Thailand, it
was a combination of Chinese and Thai style, which performed Chinese opera in Thai language, and mostly played the Chi-
nese literature The Romance of the Three Kingdoms, which was used to allude to Thai contemporary political events, imita-
ted, satirized and commented on politics. This kind of performance was warmly welcomed by the Thai people for its carnival
aesthetic features and disruptive traits. As a product of cultural communication between China and Thailand, Ngiu Tham-
masat joined in several important political events in Thailand, therefore, was called Patriotic Ngiu Performance by some
Thai people.

Key words: Ngiu Thammasat, Chinese opera, Thailand, Romance of the Three Kingdoms
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