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interests of British colonialists, the Protestant Church demonizes the Catholic Church and makes the mi-
nority nations and women scapegoats of the British colonialists. Of course, the purpose for Joyce’s attack
on religion is to expose the complicated political relationships of nationalism, Catholicism, Protestantism,

and colonialism in Ireland by portraying religion as a major battlefield for cultural conflicts.

WANG Yahua The End of Novel and the Beginning of Texts: An Analysis of Beckett’s Postmodern novel
How It Is 51

As an outstanding Avante-garde writer in 20™ century European literature, Samuel Beckett’s novel
experiment once got to an impasse owing to his extreme approach. His last novel How It Is marked the
end of his formal experiment; meanwhile, it stood for the birth of a type of plural, open and dynamic
text in which the meaning is never attained. The present thesis attempts to discuss the hidden meaning in
How It Is and its features of postmodern writing from the perspectives of literary form, narrative dis-
course, and language representation, so as to reveal Beckett’s profound thinking on the relationship be-

tween art and life, language and being.

DING Linpeng Anxiety over Alienation: A Psychoanalytical Approach to The Edible Woman 60
Self-alienation is a theme central to Margaret Atwood’s The Edible Woman. As a keyword in psycho-
analytic discourse, alienation is in fact an inherent stage in the inchoative stage of subject formation.
Atwood’s novel serves as a literary and linguistic deconstruction of the subject in the postmodern context.
The novel, through the author’s depiction of the heroine’s identity crisis and perplexity, can be interpre-
ted as a metaphor that runs parallel to Lacanian model involving the symbolic conflict between self and
other in the ego formation of the subject. The heroine’s psychic problem stems from her resistance to the
Symbolic Order as well as her hallucination of the self as integral and stable. This paper aims to offer a
psychoanalytical analysis of the identity crisis in way of illuminating Atwood’s notion of the condition of

the postmodern subject.

SUN Yingzin “To be itself’: The Illumination of Ontological Self in The Rainbow 68

A close reading of The Rainbow may help to follow the author’s footprints and reach a better under-
standing of Lawrence’s ontological self. Lawrence declared that life intended to be itself. In The Rain-
bow he illuminates the idea by characterizing men and women with different interpretations of the essence
of life and the ontological self. In his view, life is a course of self-preservation and self-assertion in which
one ought to develop himself through harmonious relationship between two sexes and improve himself in
the social role he plays. To acquire and maintain one’s uniqueness by keeping one’s own reason and free
will, as Lawrence insists, actually meets human internal ontological needs. “To be itself” is an argument
against the institutionalized and mechanized modern society that restrains individuality; it is also an attack

on the idea of judging individual life from ethnic and collective perspective.

CAI Haiyan Wystan Hugh Auden and “Hawk’s Vision” 74

Wystan Hugh Auden is one of the most important poets of the 20" century. He had been deeply in-
{luenced by Thomas Hardy since the beginning of his creative career. What he valued most in Hardy was
his “hawk’s vision”, namely, the panoramic perspective. However, as time went by, he gradually doub-
ted on this perspective, and even criticized the problems of spatial distance and emotional alienation
caused by it. What’s more, he later changed to emphasize the importance of close relationship and the
benefit of real experience both in his life and works. The development of Auden’s view on “hawk’s vi-

sion” reveals his personal growth and changes.
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