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Analysis on the Original Design of
Cave 3 in Yungang Grottoes

Peng Minghao

Abstract; Cave 3 is the largest unfinished cave in Yungang Grottoes, whose present status
reflects only one phase of its excavating procession, instead of the original design. Based on ana
lysis of spatial form of the similar caves with double-caves which had been completed, this article
speculates that there was supposed to be no front rooms in Cave 3 originally. It was designed into
central attic with twin towers standing on both sides outside the cave, and double rooms with cen-
tral column inside the cave.

Key words: unfinished cave, cave design, excavating procession
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