Abstract Through analyzing the collective action of the students in the May 4 Patriotic Move—

ment of 1919 this paper attempts to investigate the conditions for initiating and sustaining
large—scale collective action of the students with focus on such aspects as the organization

the feature of variation of the action strategies and the changing relationship between the stu-
dents and the government and that between the students and the different walks of life. From
there the paper further explores the influences of the Movement on the basic pattern of sub-
sequent student movements in modern China. It also tries to explain some universal phenome—

na found in mass movements.
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