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A New Theory of Qianjia Textual Criticism
Qi Yongxiang

( Department of Chinese Literature and Language Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Although Qianjia scholars of textual criticism all flaunted the banner of Han learning and criticized
Song learning their studies were to varying degrees associated with Song learning or had a background of it.
In fact the base on facts learning they advocated which emphasizes textual evidences and the realistic
attitude has significant limitations. It is an apriorism that is based on the worship for LiuJing( six Confucian
classics) and the Confucian scholars in Han dynasty. Most of them were not expert in imperial examinations

so it was difficult for them to get an official rank. They tried their best to write books but the incomes were so
low that they had to live a hard life. However difficult circumstances were they did not just live a sequestered
life  but paid considerable attention to the learning which was for a good cause and aimed at practical
achievements.

Key words: Qianjia textual criticism Han learning Song learning base on facts the learning aimed at

achievements



