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Coevolution of language and culture. The method

of word group and a comparison of Bai, Chinese and Yi

WANG Feng
(Chinese Department , Peking University ., Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The chronology from archaeological materials can provide the time related to historical lan-
guage split or diachronic language contact. This paper adopts the method of word group proposed by
Chen Baoya and gives an analysis of the formation and development of the Bai language through the
comparison of Bai dialects as well as the comparison of proto-Bai, Chinese and Yi. In this paper, four
word groups, namely, tool material, domestic animal, vegetable, and fruit, have been analyzed for
the historical perspective of the Bai language. The relationship of Bai, Chinese and Yi, and the evolu-
tion of the Bai language have been uncovered to a certain degree. It is highlighted that the archaeologi-
cal and cultural information may help historical linguistics in clarifying the historical strata of lan-
guage.
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