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Tone Sandhi of Interrogative Words of Xinan
Dialect in Zhangping County, Fujian Province

Bao-xian CHEN
Peking University

This paper discusses the tone sandhi of interrogative words in sentences of
Xinan Dialect in Zhangping County, Fujian Province. The construction of tone
group(TG) of Xinan dialect can be described as (qp...... Q1) J Chy...... h,) . Jisthe
key syllable of TG. There is only one key syllable in a TG. J is the key syllable of
TG, gn(n>1) are syllables before J, and hp(n>1) are syllables behind J. There is only
one key syllable in a TG. Syllables which are before or behind the key syllable are
optional in a TG. J usually surfaces with citation tone, but takes on sandhi tone when
it is the diminutive suffix Zi ({¥) [a]. Syllables before J take on front sandhi tones,
and syllables behind J take on back sandhi tones. When a sentence is segmented into
TGs, constituents of the sentence take on three kinds of sandhi tones. Some
constituents have at least one key syllable, and syllables of a constituent which have
no key syllable all take on front sandhi tones, or all take on back sandhi tones.
Generally, when an interrogative word is not the last constituent in a construction, it
takes on front sandhi tones, and the constituent after the interrogative word have at
least a key syllable. When an interrogative word is the last constituent in a
construction, it has a key syllable. Tone sandhi of an interrogative word may be
different when its meaning is emphasized. An interrogative word which is not the
last constituent in a construction may have a key syllable when its meaning is
emphasized, and if it is emphasized strongly, the constituent after it takes on back
sandhi tones at the same time. An interrogative word may also take on back sandhi

tones when its preceding constituent is emphasized strongly.

Key words: Xinan Dialect, interrogative words, the key syllable of tone group, front
sandhi tone, back sandhi tone



