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Main Abstracts 159

enly dog ate sun and moon were already popular in the Ming dynasty, and was not just a funny story for amuse-
ment. Warning the heavenly dog and saving sun and moon did not develop into an interesting game as the boat
racing during the dragon boat festival. It was still generally believed even during the Republican era that heaven-
ly dog caused the eclipses of sun and moon, leading the feeling of fear.

Key Words: heavenly dog; monstrous animal; object divination; eating the moon

Reviving Ancient Ritual or Following Customs: A Research on Wedding Ceremony in Family Rituals in the Song Dy-
nasty YANG Yi

Ritual(Zi) and custom (su) are two fundamental categories of family rituals in the Song dynasty. Early mora-
lists mostly commented on customs from the standard of ancient rituals and required to abolish those that were
not in accordance with them. Through textual examination on ancient rituals and critical thinking, they often
criticized and boycotted various kinds of wedding customs. In the meantime, Confucian scholars of the Song dy-
nasty incorporated customs into ancient rituals and ritualized those wedding customs that they considered in con-
formity with ancient meanings. Cheng Yi and Sima Guang were pioneers in that and Lv Zugian epitomized the
trend of ritualization. However, Zhu Xi objected that way. Instead, he compiled Family Rituals based on
ancient rituals and tried to change customs with ancient rituals. From reviving ancient rituals to following cus-
toms and then back to reviving, the development of the standards of family rituals made by Confucian scholars in
the Song dynasty was similar to the path of a compass, which provided a new model for understanding family rit-
uals of the time.

Key Words: ancient ritual; custom; Song Dynasty; family rituals; wedding ceremony

Folk Belief and Village Boundary: A Study Centered on Fenghuang Village, Chaozhou, Guangdong Province
ZHOU Daming and HUANG Feng
This paper is a comparison of the folk religious activities in Fenghuang Village and other 4 nearby villages by
taking the God Games as an example, to throw light on the significance of folk religion in constructing internal i-
dentity as well as outer boundary for a village. Folk religion is an important factor in internal identity, which
makes sense in the promotion of the integrity of a village. Also, it is an important factor in the construction of
the boundary of a village. The otherwise vacancy of group activities has been filled by the folk religious activities
during the traditional festivals. Individual, families and villages are reunited by such folk religious activities at
which expressions of care for the fortune of the village can be readily found. In addition, relationship between
villages can also find its expression at the games which is an opportunity to coordinate village relations and con-
struct boundaries.

Key Words: folk religion; village boundaries; sacrificial offering circle; God Games

Exchange Break: The Temple Fair Crisis of Mount Miaofeng CAO Hezhi
The temple fair of Miaofeng Mountain is a great social event and cultural spectacle. Its vitality and attraction
lie in the well-developed self-organization, the core bond and key mechanism of which are an exchange system
based on the gift exchange between men and god. However, with the market economy growing, commodity
transaction as a new interpersonal relationship pattern penetrates into the activity. The new system has an en-
tirely different logic and structure from the old one. The absence of a smooth evolution makes the exchange
break up, the promising integration turning invalid accordingly, and the social solidarity and the whole order
gradually collapsing. That is a major crisis that the temple fair of Miaofeng Mountain faces.
Key Words: the temple fair of Miaofeng Mountain; self-organization; gift exchange; commodity transaction;

break up

Folk Literature in Contemporary Folklife: Also on the Relationship between Folk Literature and Written Literature
WANG Juan

For a long time, folk literature, as an important component of Chinese literature, has been seen either as the
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soil of , or as the raw material for literary creation. It is taken as the product of specific periods and specific his-
torical stages in the development process of social history. It will gradually lose its significance and value of ex-
istence with the passage of time. Virtually, folk literature and writer’s literature, seen from the perspective of
literary integrity, are not in a state of conflicting duality. They are in fact two different cultural phenomena in
the tradition of culture. Writer’s literature is the result of literary creation, while folk literature is a form of oral
presentation with an emphasis on communication, the purpose of which is not the creation of works. The emer-
gence of modern media does not bring any threat to the existence of folk literature, in stead, it has produced
much convenience to the its presentation and the exploitation of its resources, leaving it an unprecedented role in
folklife.

Key Words: literature; folk literature; filk literature resources; law of oral presentation

The Evolution of Qianliu Legend during the Northern and Southern Song Dynasties  XIE Fang and CHEN Huawen
During the Song Dynasties. a large number of legends about Qian Liu emerged, and gradually became a leg-
end cluster. Those legends were recorded in various documents, the content of which involves the life, career,
administering, and tyranny of Qian Liu. The Northern Song Dynasty witnessed the development of the legends:
the Qian Liu legends in the earlier Northern Song Dynasty were largely about the myth of his life; in the later
period of the dynasty, the legends became more folk-oriented. The Southern Song Dynasty was the maturing
stage of the legends. the content and form of which became more systemized, secularized, legendized, and closer
to ordinary people’s life. During the same period, a legend cluster centering on Hangzhou gradually came into
form. The legends recorded in written documents show a trend of double linear development. The emergence
and evolution of the legends are directly related to the historical events, social conditions, as well as ordinary
people’s life.
Key Words: The Song Dynasties; the Legends of Qian Liu; evolution.

The Deconstruction of “Mountain Basking (yamauba)” Legend in Modern Japanese Literature XIAO Xia

" Mountain Basking' is a wide-spread folk legend in Japan. The image, in modern Japanese female writer's
works, is no longer an old woman inhabiting the mountain, but a female character bearing mountain basking
qualities with rational thinking after deconstruction. In modern society," Mountain Basking' mostly refers to the
woman figure suffering from injustice, hardship of life. Actually, these women are the victims under special so-
cial system and secular laws and their ultimate fate is doomed to the morality" trial", sacrificed for warding off
disaster and evil spirits, thus becoming redeemers with sins in patriarchal domination society.

Key Words: Japan; mountain baskin legend; female literature; deconstruction

On the Meaning Space in the Distribution of Folk Arts LI Ying

Influenced by the development of media, the meaning space of folk arts communication has evolved from fo-
cusing on the original meaning of cultural sharing process and custom inheritance approval to the presentation of
significance after being intervened by Sci-Tech media. Aided by modern media communication, folk arts can be
reflected and created by it vigorously, and the visual communication of media technology has resulted in the loss
of the presence of the folk arts communication and desalination of interpersonal communication. The interactive
relationship between folk arts and media technology will further promote exploration, interpretation and reflec-
tion on the meaning space of folk arts communication.

Key Words: folk arts; communication; media; meaning space



