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Title: Foucault and Damnatio Memoriae: An Introduction to the Mnemo-Government of Cinema

Abstract: Foucault published several interviews and articles about cinema in 1970s and he took the cinema as one of the
dispositifs codifying the popular memory. The working class in 19" century invented many ways to write their own memory but
the cinema by way of popular historical narration ended the history of the people from the lower depths to write their memory.
Foucault analyzed how the controversial ( retro and erotic) films in 1970s represented desire and power in historical narration.
This paper tries to combine Foucaults “dispositif of popular memory” with the biopolitics and claims that the memory is also the
object of biopolitics and the mnemo-government is part of biopolitic government. The mnemo-government can be traced back to the
damnatio memoriae in Roman times and there are two important forms of mnemo-government in the time of cinema according
cognitive science: Orwellian government and Stalinesque government. After all the cinematic art can invent many ways to resist
the mnemo-government.

Keywords: Foucault; popular memory; mnemo-government; historiophoty;  damnatio memoriae

Author: Li Yang is a professor in the School of Arts Peking University ( Beijing 100871 China) with academic expertise in

history of European cinema film theory and new media arts. Email: liyang@pku. edu. c¢n

1995 2 . ( Ken
Loach) { ) ( Land and Freedom ”( - 242) , 2000 10
1995) . ( Giinter Wilhelm Grass)

e 52 e



" (Erll 142 —43) ,

( Foucault Dits et Ecrits 922) .
o 1974 1982
9
§
) Les Cahiers du Cinéma)
. 1974 .
( Serge Toubiana)
( M Anti-retro)

. ( Serge Daney)

S

( Toubiana 187 — 88) ,

(§ » o
¢ »
o (
M Quest—ce quun auteur?) N
\ “ ” ( écriture
sans sujet) { » .
( Jean Narboni) “ 7
“ 7 ( De Baecque 78
211 219) . (
N . N ) (
» N

( Maniglier 12) .

( »y )

( Pier Paolo Passolini)
120

( “
1970

(

X Salo o le 120 giornate di Sodoma 1975)
7 227 —38) .

~

”» L .
( mémoire

populairg ( “ 7 286)
R “ ”» 19
” ( [ » 286) o
19

. 1973 2 22 { »

( Libération) “
”( Mémoire ouwriére)
2 3
N ( Foucault Dits et Ecrits

1267 —68) .

6«

( dispositif)

719

”»

( 13 »

“ 7 288) .

113

e 53



2015 6

»

. 7 284)
. 2004 10 o
20
( Foucault-Cinéma: Image-mémoire image-pouvoir) § 120 )
“ 7 (
1970 ( ) o
o . ( Louis Malle)

1974)

. . ( Liliana Cavani)

( Lacombe Lucien

portiere di notte 1974)

o <<

“ ”( Retro Film)  “Retro” “ .
N N ( . “ i
“<< >>n 43 746) R
» . §
( “
o ( »
“ ”» [43 ”» “20
7 “ — 7 1960
N N 20
( ( — »
) o °
( “ ”»
283) . 306) .
43 » << >> o

¢ .

© 54

)

M I

»

7 293) .

” ( « 2

»



“ 7 . 1973
“« » <<
N (" . »
7296 -97) . 1830 1970
o § ) “ooTm e
{ ) ( Comizi
d'amore 1964) ”( “ 7 312) .
N o o ‘ ’ ( passer)
“ ”» [43 ”» ”» ( “ ”» 312) o
2
o« . ( Jean Rouch) 1960
” ( ‘“ ”» 329) 5 << °
N »
?
. ( René Allio) o o “ 7
§ . » o « . »
§ . » 1835 . .
. ( Natalie Zemon Davis)
20 { . ) Le Retour de Martin Guerre
. . 1972 1973 1982) ( . m . < . »
. § . »

e 55



2015 6

o

. ( Gérard Depardieu) o
(1982 ) . .

4 .
>> « ”

7’( _ 78 _
79) o 1993 ¢ . »
{ M Sommersby 1993)
. ( Richard Gere) . ( Jodie
Foster) o
. ( Hyden White)
1988 4 ) ( American Historical
Review) § )
“ ”( historiophoty) o .
(118) .
(13 » 113 ”»

) [13

» 67) o 13 ”»

e 56

7(245)

. ( Francisco Delich)

7(80)

“ 7 “ ( mnémo—
gouvernement) o
“ ”» ')
. ( Maurice Halbwachs)
n( 65) .
(87)
2] ( 79) . .
( Daniel C. Dennett)
“ ”( Cartesian Theater)
. ( Aleida Assmann)
( Carl Gustav Carus) .
( Benjamin Wilkomirski) 130

113



o

wy o .
( vie memoriae)

” . .
( Damnatio memoriae)

) “ » D
( hostis)
Y AY
Y
.
138) . ( »
“« ”» @ «
o
o
” . «
( orwellian government ) “
( stalinesque government)
9
o
.«
1
“ »

( i

o « )

. ( Paul Connerton)

114) .

“« ”»

”»

241) .

”»

[13

11) .

”( Moscow Show Trials)

[13

”»

( Henri Langlois)

13

e 57 e



2015 6

o 71960 °
“ i . ( Alain Resnais) M Nuit
. et brouillard 1955) . ( Claude
o Lanzmann) ) Shoah 1985) “
“ " . - )
7 (256) @ .
. ( Benjamin H. D.
Buchloh) o 20 N . N
N . 2014
o . ( Sidney Bernstein)
( Y( Night Will
. Fall 2014)
( 109) 113 ”»
( 108 — 09) . « .
7 “ ( palimpeseste)
° ( Thomas De Quincey) “
? AY A)
( Marco Ferro) @
o <<
) () . « ,
<< >> “ 9
( 65) 5 “ ”»
Notes
“ ! ( homo-sacer) “ @ “damnatio memoriae ” “
7 “ 7 D memoria
” memory ( ‘ ")

e 58



( virtus)

( mosmaiorum)

) )

” ( post-mortem)
( statuae) ( imagines)
S b . .

2002 1T 43—I1I 19 .

) § »

) . : 1987
223

7 232
@ Thomas De Quincey
1845. Quotidiana. Ed. Patrick Madden. 1 Dec
2006. 14 Jan 2015 < http: //essays. quotidiana. org/dequincey/

“The palimpsest of the human

brain. ”

palimpsest_of_the_human_brain/ > .
Works Cited

. . 27 L : .
N ), . . N
o : 2007 .
“Is Memory Real?” Das soziale Gedachtnis:
Geschichte Erinnerung Tradierung. Ed. Harald Welzer.

Assmann Aleida

Trans. Li Bin et al. Beijing: Beijing University Press
2007.
. ¢ p) .
1987
Baudelaire Charles. Baudelaire on Aesthetics. Trans. Guo
Hongan. Beijing: People’s Literature Publishing House
1987.
. ¢ ) .
o : 2014
Buchloh Benjamin H. D. Neo-Avant Garde and Culiure
Indusiry: Essays on European and American Art from

1955 to 1975. Trans. He Weihua et al. Nanjing:

Jiangsu Fine Arts Publishing House 2014.
. ¢ ) .
2000 .
Connerton Paul. How Societies Remenber. Trans. Naribilige.
Shanghai: Shanghai People’s Publishing House 2000.
De Baecque Antoine. Les Cahiers du Cinema: Histoire dune

revue Paris: Cahiers du Cinema 1991.

« ’”
.

o « ) 2(2006) : 74 - 87.
Delich  Francisco. Memory and Social Construdction of
Forget. Trans Chen Yuan. Diogenes 2 ( 2006) : 74 —
87.
- K ) .
2008 .
Ferro Marc. Film et Histoire. Trans. Peng Shuyi. Beijing:
Peking University Press 2008.

Foucault Michel. “Les quatre cavaliers de 1’Apocalypse et
les vermisseaux quotidiens. ” Dits et ecrits 1: 1954 —
1975 Paris: Edition Gallimard 2001.

. "y _
) .
2014 .
Michel. “Anti-retro. ”

Foucault The Gray Mornings of

Ed. Li

Tolerance: French Philosophers on Cinema.

Yang. Trans. Li Yang et al. Zhengzhou: Henan
University Press 2014.
S "y _
) .
2014
-——. “Sade

sergant du sexe. ”

The Gray Mornings of
Tolerance: French Philosophers on Cinema. Ed. Li

Yang. Trans. Li Yang et al. Zhengzhou: Henan
University Press 2014.
. " _
) .
2014 .

———. “Les matins gris de la tolérance. ” The Gray Mornings
of Tolerance: French Philosophers on Cinema. Ed. Li
Yang. Trans. Li Yang et al. Zhengzhou: Henan
University Press 2014.

o . " S
) .
2014 .
———. “Le retour de Pierre Riviere. ” The Gray Mornings of
Ed. Li

Tolerance: French Philosophers on Cinema.

Yang. Trans. Li Yang et al. Zhengzhou: Henan

University Press 2014.

© 50«



2015 6

— « p) . : .
. 2005 .
———. Histoire de la folie a lage classique. Trans. Lin
Zhiming. Beijing: The Joint Publishing Co. 2005.
. e "y

2012
Halbwachs Maurice. “Collective Memory and Personal
Memory. ” Cultural Memory Reader. Eds. Astrid Erll

and Feng Yalin. Beijing: Beijing University Press

2012.
. - Y p) .
2004 .
Kara-Murza Serguei. Mind Manipulations. Trans. Xu
Changhan.  Beijing: Social Science Documentation

Publishing House 2004.

. s ” <<
) . .
N o : 2007 .

Keppler Angeld “Social Form of Personal Memory. ” Das
soziale Gedachinis: Geschichte Erinnerung Tradierung
Ed. Harald Welzer. Trans. Li Bin et al. Beijing:
Beijing University Press 2007.

: << >> : . .

2014
Li Yang. The Ethic of Gaze. Beijing: The Joint Publishing
Co. 2014.

— :
6(2012) :43 —46,
———.  “Bailuyuan: Art of Subtraction and Epic in T-
Model. ” Film Art 6(2012) : 43 —46.
. . — : <<
) .

T ¢ )

2006 .

c 60

Pallar-Burke Maria Lucia G. The New History: Confessions
and Conversations. Trans. Peng Gang. Beijing: Beijing
University Press 2006.

Partrice Maniglier and Dork Zabunyan. Foucault va au
cinema. Paris: Bayard Editions 2011.
. ¢ .
) . : 2014 .

Streatfeild Dominic. Brainwash: The Secret History of Mind
Control. Trans. Zhang Xiaoduo. Beijing: China Youth
Press 2014.

Serge. Michel Foucault et le cinema  Michel
Ed. Philippe

Toubiana
Foucault  la Littérature et les Arts.

Artieres. Paris: Edition Kime 2004.

: “ ” << >> 18
(2014) . : o
Wang Minai  “From State Rasion to Bio-politic. ”

Cultrual Studies 18 (2014)
Documentation Publishing House 2014.

. s ” <<
Y6(2014) : 116 - 20.

Beijing: Social Science

White  Hayden. “ Historiography and Historiophoty. ”
Trans. Wang Jiayi. Film Art 6 (2014) : 116 —20.

e ' "«
»3(2009) : 137 =51,

Xiong Ying. “Damnatio Memoriae and the Political Culture
of the Early Principate: A Study of the Piso Case in 20
a.d. ” Historical Research 3(2009) :137 —51.

. . : ( . y
o : 2009 .

Zemon-Davis  Nathalie: The Return of Martin Guerre.

Trans. Liu Yonghua Beijing: Beijing University Press

2009.



