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The “Paradox of Expression” in Mecleam—Ponty’ s
Middle Period Development

Ning Xiaomeng

(Department of Philosophy peking University Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Although the issue of expression had already drawn attention of Merleau—Ponty in his early
philosophy it nevertheless became the real focus only in his middle period of study. For Merleau-Ponty the
real moment for revealing of the difficulty of expression as a philosophical issue lies precisely in the doubts of
Cézanne. It is in the painter’ s paradox as being a man (rather than a god) while nevertheless attempting to
set up the whole world that the philosopher discovered the real difficulty of existence namely the paradox of
expression. However the issue of expression not only contributes in revealing the existential significance of
one’ s being-in-the-world but also affords for the philosopher a new breakthrough point to interpret the
constitution of a historical-cultural world on the basis of the perceptual world and also affords for the
philosopher new ontological formulations and new modes of interpretation for his later development of a new
ontology. In this sense condensed in the issue of expression is the implicit skeleton which tackles the central
problems in his early and late philosophy and proclaims his later exploring into the logos of life-world.
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