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The Classic Value and Formation Cause of the Major Preface

to the Mao Text of the Book of Poetry in Poetic Theory
Qian Zhixi

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: The Major Preface( ) and the Minor Preface( ) to the Mao Text of the Book of Poetry (

) were classic texts of the poetic education era during the Zhou Dynasty which were inherited and passed
down by the Confucians in the Han Dynasty. Poetic education during the Zhou Dynasty was the practical
application of rituals and music in which the study of music-performing actually contained its theoretical part.
Because the function of the Book of Poetry( ) as rituals and music declined in the Han Dynasty the study
of the Book of Poetry was reduced to be a study of Confucian classics whose primary coverage was its theoretical
part and whose expository system was originated from the poetic education era. The Mao Text of the Book of
Poetry was the most valuable in this respect. The Major Preface became a classic text of poetic theory exactly
because it was passed down from the poetic education era and its theoretical text was the essence of the study
of its Six Core Categories( ) - It not only highly summarized the principles of group poetics in the poetic
education era but also laid the foundation for the principal theories of individual poetics afterwards. Therefore
its value both as a study of the Book of Poetry and as a general poetic theory was irreplaceable in later ages.
Key words: Mao Text of the Book of Poetry Major Preface poetic education in the Zhou Dynasty Six Core

Categories group poetics individual poetics



